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Greetings Everyone                           NZHA News June 2015 

 

Tourist operators have been blessed with an early dump of snow that has seen the ski 

season kick off earlier than we’ve seen for a while. In this edition of NZHA News you can 

read about: 

• Long winter nights 

• Human Sling and winching 

• Conference is for You 

• Tail Rotor 

• Last Word 

 

Long Winter Nights 

We remind pilots that more hours of winter darkness traditionally translate into an increase 

in accidents. The trend shows that pilots on night flights need to take every precaution to 

ensure their safety and the safety of their passengers. Six years of safety data from 

938 U.S. helicopter accidents shows that more than half of all civil helicopter accidents 

occurring at night involve pilots with less than 100 hours of night flight experience. In 

addition, pilots with less than 500 hours of night operations experience are involved in 78 

percent of night time accidents. For non-emergency operations, less night time experience 

equals more accidents; in the emergency operations sector more night time experience 

equals fewer accidents. However, in large part, this is due to the fact that most pilots flying 

these emergency missions have accumulated considerable night flight experience in 

challenging conditions. But the data also illustrates that even the most experienced pilots 

can have accidents in night time conditions. Private flying and instructional operations are 

especially susceptible to night accidents. The International Helicopter Safety Team offers 

two bulletins related to visibility, “Inadvertent Entry into Cloud or Fog” and “Visibility: The 

Minimum You Should Know.” (International Helicopter Safety Team) 

 

Human sling and winching 

 

The Australians have produced an Airworthiness Bulletin to help prevent unintended 

disconnections. We recommend this bulletin as compulsory reading. It can be found at the 

following link. AWB 25-030 Issue 1 - Helicopter Personnel Winching - Human External Cargo 

(HEC) Operations. 

 

Conference is for You 

 

Excitement is building as our conference approaches and if you don’t think this affects you, 

read on. Come the end of June it seems Queenstown is the place to be! The conference 

hotel was booked out weeks ago; likewise the trade display space and we’ve had to arrange 

extra accommodation at another hotel. The word is out that we have secured a number of 



extremely high profile speakers and the RNZAF will provide a display as we mark 100 years 

of ANZAC. The NZ Helicopter Association part of the week runs on Wednesday and Thursday 

1
st

 and 2
nd

 July. Following are some of the highlights. 

• Bruce Peterson will talk about all the implications of an accident. This is 

bound to surprise and there’s plenty of lessons to learn 

• Martin Hawes author of 20 Good Summers will talk about business succession 

planning – something extremely relevant to all operators irrespective of age 

• John Sinclair will provide an update on the Time in Service Recorder project 

called Beat the Cheats 

• Popular solicitor Garth Galloway will talk about the joys of being in business. 

Garth has recently been involved in the aftermath of two helicopter accidents 

and will talk about the value and pitfalls of management systems from an 

H&S perspective 

• The Directors of CAA and CASA will present on Trans/Tasman mutual 

recognition. 

• Chris Thomson of Callaghan Innovations will talk about both safety and 

opportunities of RPAS/UAVs/Drones 

• Australian and NZ heads of Air Force will speak to the Conference ANZAC 

theme 

• The Minister of Transport  will speak about aviation as a key driver of NZ’s 

economy  

• DOC’s Geoff Ensor will talk about aviation in the Conservation Estate and how 

we can grow partnerships 

• WorkSafe will present on Health and Safety in aviation. Watch this space! 

• CAA’s Steve Moore will address demystifying SMS 

• HAI’s Ed Di Campli will discuss key developments at HAI 

• Glen Eastlake will present on his work on human failures that sit behind 

accidents 

• Boston Mark’s Pat MacLaughlan will give his perspective on insurance claims, 

trends and new market forces 

• CAA’s Andy Mackay will discuss the way CAA is working to reduce mast 

bumping accidents 

• CAA’s Joe Dewar will present on the next steps in the world leading joint 

NZHA/CAA Safety Strategy 

• Navigatus Consulting & CAA’s Dominik Gibbs will give an update on the 135 

Sector Risk Profile findings from the survey 

Yes it’s going to be a busy but really informative two days. Can you afford to miss it? Plus 

there’s the entertainment, the formal dinner and the networking opportunities that provide 



so much value. So come along and not only join with your mates for a good catch up but 

help make the Aussies welcome too. The 2015 conference is the one not to be missed!  

You can see the full conference programme at 

http://www.aia.org.nz/News++Events/Aviation+Leadership+Summit+2015.html 

You can register, even just for one day at 

http://www.aia.org.nz/News++Events/Aviation+Leadership+Summit+2015/Delegate+Regist

ration+Form.html 

Tail Rotor 

It is vital for our sector that the Part 135 SRP survey currently circulating is spread as widely 

as possible. Last year the number of Part 135 helicopter accidents exceeded both Ag and 

Private. Whether you are an operator, a Chief Pilot or a Line Pilot, this survey is your chance 

to have your say on what is going wrong. You’ve only got this week to do it. You can access 

the survey at 

www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2155240/Part135 

To date there has been over 100 replies and some really useful information is being 

collected. As discussed earlier the initial findings from this survey will be presented at 

conference. 

Last Word 

Here are four reasons why you should attend NZHA conference: 

1) Educational opportunities -  to learn new things about helicopter operations 

2) Networking with peers – for you to meet people and for them to meet you 

3) Encounter new vendors and suppliers – often you will recoup your costs this way 

4) Fun – that all important element! 

 

See you in Queenstown. 

 

Send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and please support our sponsors.  
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